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Small Group Guide 
Acts 20:13-38 
From the sermon - Last Words #Act54

1. Acts 20:13 states that everyone except Paul went by ship to Assos.  Paul wanted to 
walk.  Why do you think Paul preferred to walk by himself?   

2. Are there times when you feel like being alone?  Why? (Refer to question 1) 

3. While in Miletus Paul sends for the elders of the church in Ephesus. What is an elder? 
What is a deacon?  How do churches complicate the simple structure God has laid out in 
scripture for the organization/leadership structure He has set up for His church?  (1 
Timothy 3:1-13) 

4. How is the judgement of Elders (by God) different than a church member?  What things 
does God hold the Elder accountable for that he doesn't hold a church member 
accountable for?  (Answer this Question with Deacons in mind)  

Note - All through out scripture - especially the Old Testament - God judges the shepherds 
of His people because they did not lead them toward God and His will.  

5.  What things does God hold a Church Member  accountable for that He doesn't hold 
an Elder accountable for?  Hebrews 13:17 

All through out Scripture God Judges people because they did not follow the people He 
put in place to guide and teach them. 

6. Why do people struggle with authority?  Do people struggle with it sometimes because 
they think deep down they are the authority? (Pride)  How can we make sure this is never 
true of us - regardless if you are an Elder, Deacon or Church Member? 

All through out the New Testament it is clear that Jesus is the head of the church, Elders 
follow Jesus and shepherd the people in the direction Jesus is leading them to go. 

7. How should this guide the way we approach our service at church? How should it guide 
the way a church is organized?  

Fear is the reason these truths are sometimes unsettling - Elders have been involved in 
churches where the Deacons were not Godly.  Church members have been in situations 
where the Elder(s)/Pastor(s) of the church was/were not Godly - We can all point to 
people that didn't act right, didn't do things right, were prideful (Elders/Deacons and 
Church Members alike). But this (our experience) doesn’t change the word of God and we 
must always strive to work within the framework God has ordained for His church to 
operate under. 


